
Trinity 15 

My dear Friends, 

This week many of us have been casting our mind back to the 11th September 2001, a date which will 
be etched in the minds of all living at that time. Everyone will recall where they were or what they 
were doing when the horrific terrorist attacks began to take place. Some will have watched them 
happen live on 24 hour television news. A sense of shock and unbelief at what was occurring spread 
throughout the world. The Twin Towers of the World Trade Centre were a symbol of commercial power 
and wealth in the Western World with individuals and companies based there employing people of 
various nationalities, cultures and Faiths. The Pentagon was another target, a crucial site in the defence 
of the USA. This week our broadcast and written media have had programmes of recollections and 
scenes shown of the aftermath and rescue attempts. Tales were told of heroism, selfless sacrifice and 
courage in the face of injury and death. We have also heard of the grief and loss and ongoing trauma 
still affecting loved ones left behind.  

The USA had not known attacks on its mainland from foreign aggressors for 200 years. They had not 
experienced the domestic terrorism which countries such as the U.K. had suffered with assassinations 
of politicians, members of the royal family and ordinary children, women and men over decades. The 
US had of course been heavily involved in the two World Wars and many other conflicts overseas 
throughout its history. The events of 9/11 as it is called made a huge impact on the people of America 
and has had deep repercussions for their foreign policy and military engagement. These have been 
brought into sharp focus with recent events in Afghanistan.  

The complex political, religious and social motivations for these acts and the response of the US and 
her allies will long be debated and discussed. One thing is certain that there has been great suffering 
as a result from the initial attacks and in the subsequent actions. Some asked in 2001 and in the years 
following where was God in these events? 

Archbishop Rowan Williams was yards from the Twin Towers at the time of the attack. He subsequently 
said that God did not cause the event, God was not going to stop it because God has given human 
beings free will. Such freedom can result in tragic, cruel actions. However the experience of suffering 
that so many went through and still know is at the heart of the Christian Faith.  

In our Gospel reading from St Mark, Chapter 8 we see a turning point in the earthly ministry of Jesus. 
He questions his followers “Who do people say that I am?” The disciples suggest some say he may be 
John the Baptist or the Prophet Elijah brought back from the dead. Jesus persists and Peter replies 
“You are the Messiah”. Jesus does not want them to speak about this but shocks them by saying he 
will be rejected by the elders and chief priests, undergo great suffering and be killed, and will rise again. 
Peter finds this hard to accept and rebukes Jesus, for them the idea of a Messiah, a Saviour enduring 
pain, torture and rejection from the leaders of the Faith seems incomprehensible. Nevertheless Jesus 
continues in this theme and tells the disciples that anyone who wants to be part of his community 
must deny themselves, take up their cross and follow him. They were not yet to know the level of pain 
Jesus would encounter and the danger and death that many of the first Christians would undergo. 
Suffering inflicted by humans or from natural causes is part of the world in which we live yet following 
Christ and sharing his message and acts of love will bring its own strengths and courage to cope as so 
many have down the ages.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


